Prof. Margrit V. Zinggeler, Ph.D.

e-mail: Margrit.Zinggeler@emich.edu

Office: 326 Alexander Music Bldg.

Tel: (Office) (734) 487-0130  ext. 1995 

Office Hours:  
M     2:00-4:00pm


T      9:00-11:00am

                             Th    2:00-5:00pm


F      12:00-12:50p   2:00-3:00pm

  and by appointment

Advanced German Conversation based on Media 

German 444/621; Winter Semester 2008

T Th  5:30 – 6:45pm,  Alexander 218A

1. Rankin/Wells. Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik. 4th ed. Houghton Mifflin. Student Textbook and  Workbook (ISBN 0618-01345-8 and optional: cassettes ISBN 0-618-08613-7 or CD-ROM ISBN 0-0618-01348-2)

3. Websites for information on current events:

Germany: www.germany-info.org, www.goethe.de, www.gutenberg-spiegel.de, www.dw-world.de (Deutsche Welle); www.bundesregierung.de/ , www.faz.net/s/homepage.html 

Austria: www.bundesregierung.at/  www.oesterreich.com/deutsch/fs_zeitungen.html , www.austroinfo.org, www.cas.umn.edu (Center for Austrian Studies), 

Switzerland: www.swissinfo.org; www.admin.ch, www.myswizterland.com, www.swissstudies.org 

Course Objectives: This course aims to develop advanced fluency in German and to review German grammar. The National Standards for Foreign Language Learning define five areas – the so-called “Five C’s” – in foreign language education: Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Community. The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) in collaboration with the American Association of Teachers of German (AATG) and other world language organizations developed the proficiency levels and assessment standards. The ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI), a face-to-face or telephonic interview between a certified ACTFL tester and an examinee determines how well a person speaks a language by comparing his or her performance of specific communication tasks with specific criteria. ACTFL and NCATE (National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education) issued program and proficiency standards for K-12 foreign language teachers which FLABS has adopted for all foreign language majors. Standards 1 and 2 contain language, linguistics, comparisons, cultures, literatures, and cross-disciplinary concepts. Teacher candidates and foreign language majors must demonstrate a minimum level of Advanced-Low as defined in the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines for Speaking in three modes of communication: 1. interpersonal, 2. interpretive, and 3. presentational. Advanced Low Guideline include: “Students can participate actively in most informal and some formal conversations leading with familiar topics. They can narrate and describe in present, past, and future time frames, but control of aspect (preterit/imperfect) may be lacking at times. They combine and link sentences into paragraph length discourse. They handle appropriately a familiar communicative task that presents an unexpected complication. They are understood by native speakers unaccustomed to dealing with non-natives. 

For presentational oral communication, students must be able to present information, concepts, and ideas to varied audiences of listeners, adjusting their presentation appropriately for the audience (register). They must be able to deliver oral presentations that may be pre-planned, using notes, but not reading them verbatim.”

Supporting standards include knowledge of linguistic elements of the target language (TL) system, as well as the similarities and differences between the TL and their own. Students must understand and describe the major features of the TL (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and they can describe how words are formed (morphological rules [e.g. affix, stems]), how sentences are put together (syntactic patterns), and how meaning is conveyed (semantics). They also understand and can describe features of TL discourse (coherence (first/next), pragmatics (new words, sound changes), sociolinguistic norms [e.g. politeness conventions, implicit commands, formal/informal). They are familiar with varieties of the spoken TL varieties (dialects) and are able to recognize the meaning of new words.

For interpretive oral and written communication, students must comprehend and interpret oral messages of many types, identifying the main ideas, and supporting details inferring meaning of unfamiliar words in new contexts, inferring and interpreting the author’s intent; identifying some of the author’s or/and source’s (media (printed and audio-visual), film, radio, TV, internet, podcasts) perspectives and some cultural perspectives, and offering a personal interpretation of the message they heard.

Students must demonstrate that they understand the connections among the perspectives of culture, its practices and products, and they can integrate the cultural framework, the value and role of literature and its tradition to interpret and present knowledge and reflections of the TL.

Taught in German. Includes a formal proficiency assessment, the OPI. (The course may be repeated for credit and to attain advanced low level of oral proficiency in German.) 

Course Outcome: Students learn the skills to demonstrate an advanced low level of oral proficiency and successful interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational communication of German. Outcome and Assessment: See additional handout of a special rubric.
Methodology: Oral: In each session students practice to communicate in an interpersonal, interpretive and presentational manner. First, students briefly discuss (in German) in partner or group work the topic and theme of the session or a film (~ 5:30-5:45). Then students review salient grammar, morphological, and linguistic features (~5:45-6:00) from workbook assignments. Next: individual students present (technology-enhanced) their research of the relevant topic related to the genre and appropriate register from German media such as German FOCUS magazine (available at Periodical room in Halle Library) and the internet (~6:00-6:30), or podcasts. Please always include a page with a bibliography of the sources of your presentation. Last, students interpret the information and content from the presentations and write a final brief statement (6:30-6:45) about the learning experience.

Written: Informal: Final statements, notes of media and internet information (note cards); grammar exercises from text and/or workbook. Formal: Final PowerPoint Presentation and report of interview with a native form a German-speaking country. Graduate students registered for Gern 644 are required to write a final paper in German (minimum 800 words) about a topic to be discussed with the instructor.

Film: A German film is shown in class for discussions, presentations, and final paper for graduate students when instructor is at CSC conference. Film is scheduled for:  March 6.

Quizzes: Three online quizzes to take and send me the result by e-mail.

Pocasts: Selected student presentations will be recorded and assessed for LiveText submission

Participation and attendance: Since this is a conversation course, class attendance is absolutely necessary for success. Quality participation requires strong preparation and willingness to be actively involved during class session, in partner and group exercises as well as in the class presentations and projects. In case of 4 and more unexcused absences, the grade will be automatically an E. In case of documented illness or emergencies, please contact me immediately by e-mail. Homework is due next class session!

Homework assignments: Students will succeed in this course if they conscientiously and consistently work according to this syllabus: complete assignments from textbook and workbook; research from media (e.g. FOCUS magazine), internet, and podcasts; preparing notes, PowerPoint Presentations, or podcasts for presentations and maintain a vocabulary booklet. The workbook assignments are relatively easy for students at the 400/600 level and can be done quickly as review and to consolidate German grammar. 

German Majors and German Teacher Candidates: You must collect and save samples of your German assignments and work (note cards, PowerPoint Presentations, quizzes, reports, papers etc.) of this class for your future senior portfolio.

Eastern Michigan University Conduct Code and Judicial Structure for Students and Student Organizations 

I.A.11. Academic dishonesty
1.Students are not to engage in any form of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, plagiarism, alteration of records, substitution of another's work representing it as the student's own, and knowingly assisting another student in engaging in any such activity. For purposes of this section, plagiarism is defined as the knowing use, without appropriate approval, of published materials, expressions, or works of another with intent to represent the material(s) as one's own. 

Cheating:  Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic assignment.  Examples
1. Looking on someone else's paper 

2. Using a "cheat sheet" during an exam 

3. Allowing someone else to take an exam 

4. Turning in a research paper that was written by someone else 

5. Submitting the same work more than once for credit 

6. Using memory calculators with exam info stored in it 

7. Using someone else's lab or homework assignment 

8. Discussing assignments or take-home exams with another student if students were told that collaboration was not allowed

Fabrication: Intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic assignment.  Examples:

1. Making up data on an assignment 

2. Making up a source to cite in a paper 

3. Altering, then resubmitting returned academic work

Plagiarism: Intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one's own in any academic assignment.  Examples:

1. Quoting a source, verbatim without properly citing the source 

2. Paraphrasing text without properly citing the source 

3. Please go to EMU's website: http://www.emich.edu/halle/plagiarism.html
Facilitation: Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another student commit an act of academic dishonesty.  Examples:

1. Allowing another student to copy homework and turn it in 

2. Letting someone else copy an exam 

3. Taking an exam for someone else 

4. Giving test information to students in other sections of the same class

Source: Student Guide to Academic Integrity 
prepared by the University of Maryland Student Honor Council

Assessment and Grade policy: 




UG
Grad.St

Class preparation and participation 

20%
   15%

Oral presentations (pronunciation,

content, and grammar)


30%
   20%

Workbook



10%
   10%

3 Grammar quizzes


10%
     5%

Interview and Linguistic Analysis 

10% 
   10%

Final Oral: PowerPoint Presentation
20%
   20%




Grad. Students’ Final Paper 


   20%

Grade distribution:  
A:
98-100%
C: 
65-72%




A-:
95-97%

C-:
59-64%




B+:
91-94%

D+:
56-58%

(tentative)

B:
85-90%

D:
53-55%




B-:
79-84%

E:
< 52%




C+
73-78%





Syllabus  (dotted lines are for additional info (names of presenters, homework, etc))

8. Jan.
Introduction to the standards for advanced German conversation and communication
Einführung in die Konversation und Kommunikation. “The Five C’s” http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3324 and Foreign ACTFL Language Standards on Speaking: http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3325 



Themenauswahl für Semester; German Media, Podcasts,Wortschatzaufbau

10. Jan..
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Bild-Beschreibung (Describing Images)

Präsentationen: ……………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook: Struktur Ch. 1 & 2 (Word Order; Present)

Bild von FOCUS Magazine (Halle Library Periodicals) oder Internet auswählen und mitbringen; neues Vokubalar für Präsentation vorbereiten

15. Jan.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Podcasts und Literarische Erzählungen

Präsentationen: Erzählung
…………………………………………………………………………….

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 3 (Present Perfect); FOCUS Magazine (Halle Library Periodicals) und Internet zum Thema

recherchieren und neues Vokabular für Diskussion vorbereiten

17. Jan.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Literarische Erzählungen

Präsentationen: Erzählung
………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 4 (Cases and declensions); FOCUS und Internet zum Thema recherchieren und neues Vokabular für Diskussion vorbereiten



………………………………………………………………………………

22. Jan.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Politk in Deutschland
Präsentationen: Nachrichten

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 5 (Articles, Pronouns); FOCUS und Internet zum Thema recherchieren und neues Vokabular für Diskussion vorbereiten

24. Jan.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Deutsche Kultur
Präsentationen: Kulturnachrichten 

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 6 (Negation, Imperative); ; FOCUS Magazine und Internet zum Thema recherchieren und neues Vokabular für Diskussion vorbereiten

29. Jan.
 Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Österreichische Kultur und Sprache


………………………………………………………………………………

Quizz 1, online, Kap. 6, ACE Practice Test 2, 3, and 4

http://college.hmco.com/languages/german/rankin/handbuch/4e/students/ace/index.html
31. Jan. 
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Schweizerische Kultur und Sprache
Präsentationen: Vergleiche von deutsch-sprachigen Kulturen 

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 7 (Past Tenses); Info zum Film vom Internet recherchieren und neues Vokabular für Diskussion vorbereiten

5. Feb.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ……………………………………………

Präsentationen: Meinung mit Argumenten vertreten

……………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 8 (Future Tenses); FOCUS Magazine und Internet zum Thema recherchieren und für Diskussion vorbereiten



………………………………………………………………………………

7. Feb.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………..

Präsentationen: Debatte: Meinung mit Argumenten vertreten

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 9 (Modal Verbs); Debatte (Vokabular) vorbereiten. – Interview mit einem/einer Deutschen (e.g. German-speaking exchange students at EMU)

………………………………………………………………………………

12. Feb.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………..

Präsentationen: Ratschläge geben 

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 10 (Prepositions); FOCUS Magazine und Internet zum Thema recherchieren und neues Vokabular für Diskussion vorbereiten. -  Interview mit einem/einer Deutschen

………………………………………………………………………………

14. Feb.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………..

Präsentationen: Bericht von Interview……………………………………..

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 11 (Conjunctions); Interview Präsentation vorbereiten 

……………………………………………………………………………

19. Feb.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………..

Präsentationen: Bericht von Interview …………………………………….

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 12 (Gender, Nouns) und 13 (Adjectives); Intrview Präsentation vorbereiten ………………………………………………………………………………

Feb. 25- 29 
Winter Recess – No Class

4. März.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Die deutsche Sprache
Präsentationen: über die deutsche Sprache berichten, Deutsche Linguistik

……………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 14 (Comparatives und 15 Interrogative); Präsentation über deutsche Sprache vorbereiten 


…………………………………………………………………………….

6. März.
Prof. Zinggeler at Central States Conference in Dearborn, MI

Thema in Klasse: Film (title TBA)
………………………………………………………………………………

11. März.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Cinematographie 

Präsentationen: Filmkritik 

……………………………………………………………………………..

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 16 (Pronouns) und 17 (Reflexives); Quizz 2 online, Kap. 16, ACE Practice Test 2 & 5; Kap. 17 test 2 & 5

http://college.hmco.com/languages/german/rankin/handbuch/4e/students/ace/index.html ; Filmkritik vorbereiten 



………………………………………………………………………………

13. März.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………….

Präsentationen: Telefonieren und Phonetik 

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 18 (Infinitives) und 19 (Da-Compounds); für Diskussion und Präsentation vorbereiten (FOCUS, Internet)



………………………………………………………………………………

18. März.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………….

Präsentationen: Telefonieren und Phonetik

……………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 20 (Subjunctive II); für Diskussion und Präsentation vorbereiten (FOCUS, Internet) 



………………………………………………………………………………

20. März
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………….

Präsentationen: Rollenspiel

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 21 (Modifiers) und 22 (Numerals); Rollenspiel einüben 



………………………………………………………………………………

25. März.
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………….

Präsentationen: Rollenspiel 

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 23 (Time Expressions); Rollenspiel einüben 

27. März
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………..

Präsentationen: 

…………………………………………………………….......................

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 24 (Adverbs); Film in Internet recherchieren und für Diskussion vorbereiten



………………………………………………………………………………

1. April
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: …………………………………

Präsentationen: Gebrauchsanweisung

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 25 (Particles) und 26 (Relative Pronouns); Quizz 3 online, Kap. 24, ACE Practice Test 2 &3; Kap. 25, test 3; Kap. 26, test 4

http://college.hmco.com/languages/german/rankin/handbuch/4e/students/ace/index.html ; “Wie macht man?” – Präsentation vorbereiten 

3. April 
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: ………………………………………..

Präsentationen: Thesen und Hypothesen 

……………………………………………………………………………..

Planung der Schlussprüfung, Thema wählen und abgeben

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Struktur Ch. 27 (Subjunctive I); eine deutsche Grafik vom Internet mitbringen und zur Präsentation mit Vokabular vorbereiten 

8. April
Thema und Diskussion in Klasse: Statikstik und Demographie

Präsentationen: Zahlen und Fakten 

………………………………………………………………………………

Hausaufgaben: Grammatik: Workbook, Ch. Struktur 28 (Passive); eine deutsche Grafik vom Internet mitbringen und zur Präsentation mit Vokabular vorbereiten

10. April 
Prof. Zinggeler at CIBER Conference in St. Petersburg, FL



Final Oral Proficiency Examinations
15. April
Final Oral Proficiency Examinations

17. April
Summarize Assessment # 7 (Linguistics); Discuss Final 
Grammatik: Workbook, Ch. 29 (Verb Prefixes)

22. April 
5:00-6.30pm Final Examination 

Schlussprüfung (PowerPoint Presentation) in GO11, Halle Library 

Method: Attach your PowerPoint Presentation to your own e-mail to be opened for your presentation in GO11! 
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